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Pure wisdom in scientific methodology
for educational and psychological researches in lran

Hossein Lotfabadi (Ph. D.)
Professor of educational psychology

Abstract

The subject of this article is the response to this fundamental question that why the
psychological and educational sciences society in Iran require new thoughts in the field of research
methodology in psycho-educational investigations.

To answer this question, the author of this article has applied parts of the results of his current
research on investigating ""the methodology of research in psychology" and education in Iran that
try to examine the following hypotheses:

Firstly, the text-books and resources used in the university psychology and educational research
methodology classes are generally based on theoretical foundations of positivism and post-
positivism.

Secondly, most of the instructors of research methodology in the bachelor, master, and
doctorate levels of psychology and education are either not familiar with the theoretical and
epistemological foundations of research methodology or are careless toward its importance.

Thirdly, the research methods which are taught in psychological or educational research
methodology classes are principally of the quantitative type. There is not much attention given to
qualitative research methods and mixed research methods are in hide.

Fourth is that, the students who are taking the courses of research methodology in psychology
and education in the bachelor, master, or doctoral level do not learn the theoretical foundations
and the epistemology of research methodology while mostly learn the quantitative research
methods and designs.

Fifth is that, scientific-research-based articles that are published in psychology and education
journals in Iran are fundamentally based on quantitative research methods. The epistemological
foundations of these researches are usually of the positivistic or post-positivistic philosophy.

And sixths is that, the Iranian psychology and education society does not pay serious attention
that the science of psychology and education is in need of a new standpoint in the philosophy of
science and taking advantage of qualitative and mixed method research as well as innovation in
research methodology in psychology and education.

Since the review of all these pre-assumptions in one article is not possible only the first and the
sixth subject of the above-mentioned items have been reviewed and it has been shown in this article
that:

1) The text-books of research methods in psychology and education, which are taught in Iranian
universities, are mainly translations or adaptations of quantitative and statistical works in
research-methodology published in English language.

2) The epistemology foundations (philosophy of science) in these works are mainly of the
positivistic and post-positivistic philosophy.

3) Qualitative research designs and approaches in these works are only on the marginal parts of
the main works and look pale.

4) There has been no talk of mixed method research in psychology and education in these study
textbooks at all.

5) While taking advantage of quantitative research methods, we need a new look to the
philosophy of science, which we call the "pure wisdom philosophy of science™. This philosophy of
science is approachable and able-to-be-discovered by an innovative new research methodology,
which we call ""The authentic creative research method™.

Key-words: Research methodology, philosophy of science, pure wisdom, the authentic creative
research method, educational sciences, research methodology text-books, teaching research
methodology, research in Iran
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1 Inductivistic philosophy of science
2 - Cambridge school of philosophy
% - Logical or post-positivistic philosophy of Vienna Circle
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! _ post-modern approach
2 - Rosenberg
% - postmodernism & deconstruction
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! . Wisely Scientific Methodology for Psycho-Educational Research
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- quantitative research methods

- qualitative research methods

- quantitative-qualitative mixed methods

- epistemologic paradigms

- In short, in real world practice, methods can be separated from the epistemology out of which they
emerged. One can use statistics in a straightforward way without doing a literature review of logical-
positivism. One can make an interpretation without studying hermeneutics. And one can conduct open-
ended interviews or make observations without reading treatises on phenomenology. (Patton, 1990, p. 90,
italics in original)
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! _ quantitative-qualitative mixed method research

2 - Anglo-Saxon

3 Mertens's transformative-emancipatory paradigm
* - holly wisdom philosophical validity

- conceptual reasoning validity

- objective scientific validity
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1. Cook & Campbell Maxwell Lather Messick Lincoln & Guba Tashakkori & Teddlie
Cohen; Manion; & Morrison

2 . "Creative Authentic Method" for developing in-depth exploration of the central complicated psycho-
educational research phenomenon
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1 the criteria underlying the designs
2 - giving prototypes for every research model
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